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With the economy affecting everyone 
and most people’s budget, most of us 
are looking for ways to cut back and 
save money. Some have turned towards 
the internet to save on costs. 
 
True or False? Buying drugs online 
without a prescription is perfectly legal. 
False: 
According to the Federal Food and 
Drug Administration, it is a violation of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act to dispense prescription drugs with-
out a valid prescription. Even if you do 
have a prescription, be leery of fraudu-
lent online pharmaceuticals. Many 
Internet pharmacies do not adhere to 
state licensing requirements and stan-
dards, which allow consumers to obtain 
prescription drugs without a prescrip-
tion or physician’s approval. Often the 
origin of the prescription drug is un-
known, increasing the likelihood of 
consumers receiving counterfeit, 
tainted, and diluted pharmaceuticals. 
Most of the fraudulent online pharmacy 
cases being investigated by law en-
forcement involve the sale of counter-
feit pharmaceuticals to purchasers. 
To purchase prescription drugs from 
with troubled work histories these ille-
gitimate Internet sites, a simple ques-
tionnaire is completed by the customer,  

and sometimes a doctor’s consulta-
tion fee is required. There are gen-
erally no examinations, lab tests, 
follow-ups, or medical records. Ad-
ditionally, Internet pharmacies of-
ten attract doctors including finan-
cial problems, substance abuse 
problems, and legal setbacks. In any 
case, the practice holds a serious 
health risk to anyone willing to par-
ticipate in purchasing drugs online 
without a valid examination and 
prescription from a licensed physi-
cian. In fact, in the majority of 
fraudulent Internet pharmacy cases 
investigated, no legitimate review 
of the questionnaires submitted by 
purchasers was conducted. 
 
Online Pharmacy Fraud incorpo-
rates numerous crimes and poten-
tially dangerous health considera-
tions. The scheme often starts with 
SPAM-level email circulation sent 
to potential customers offering a 
staggering variety of scheduled 
drugs without a prescription. Cus-
tomers are sometimes required first 
to submit private information and 
fees for a membership. This may 
turn into the last contact they have 
with the company. Victims are now 
unable to recover their membership 
fee and faced with the fear of possi-
ble identity theft from this scheme. 

ONLINE PHARMACY FRAUD 



Additional crimes being committed by these 
online pharmacies may include copyright in-
fringement, falsification of doctor approval, 
money laundering, false advertising, sale of 
non-FDA approved drugs, and violations of the 
Can Spam Act. 
 
Why are there so many online pharmacies?  
 
It is very profitable for the culprits who have 
no medical background and will never meet 
their customers. The lucrative demand for such 
a service is overwhelming. Many “customers” 
don’t even realize they are potential victims to 
a variety of crimes and health risks. Numerous 
drugs are mass-produced in foreign countries 
without FDA approval, so even WITH a proper 
diagnosis and prescription, the customer has 
virtually no way of knowing what they are re-
ceiving in the mail, if he/she is ordering from 
an online pharmacy not referred by a licensed 
physician. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P A G E  2  N E I G H B O R H O O D  W A T C H  N E W S L E T T E R  

 n e i g h b o r h o o d  w a t c h  b l o c k  /  c i t y  c r i m e  s t a t s   
neighborhood watch block /  city crime stats 

Analysis of pharmaceuticals purchased from fraudulent 
Internet pharmacies revealed that the potency and efficacy 
of the delivered product could vary wildly, with some 
pharmaceuticals containing no active ingredients at all. 
 
More Information About Online Pharmacies 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
    * U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
    * National Association of Boards of Pharmacy 
    * Federation of State Medical Boards 
    * U.S. Department of Justice Drug Enforcement Ad  
       ministration 
    * Express Scripts’ evidence-based, consumer health and   
       drug information 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
NEWES 
Remember Neighborhood Watch 
Meetings about beginning again. 
The dates will remain the same  
this year. Meeting are on the  

following months: 
 
 March, May, October and 
December. Meetings normally 
are scheduled for 7pm at the 
Garden City Community Ma-
plewood Center and 

are usually in the IMC confer-
ence room. If you have any 
questions, please call myself or 
Nancy Miner in the Detective 
Bureau.  
D/Sgt. Brian Aure’ 
 

January Crime Statistics—Cases Reported 
 

Breaking & Enter-
ing  12 
Larceny 25 
Stolen Vehicles 8 
Assaults 27 
 

Robbery 2 
Fraud 12 
 Property Damage 22 
Murder 0 


